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,This is a poor book produced in an unsatisfactory 
way at a ridiculous price. I can see no benefit to the 
scientific community from its publication, and if even 
a very few libraries puchase it, funds that could have 
been spent on primary journals or useful reviews will 
have been wasted. 
The scope of the book is much more limited than 
would be anticipated from the title. The author is 
concerned with the interaction of proteases and native 
proteins, and the characterization of partial degrada- 
tion products, and all but the introductory chapters 
are concerned with these topics. These chapters on 
Protein Structure and on the structure and mechanism 
of Proteolytic Enzymes are at a superficial level and 
have not been adequately updated since the first 
(1972) edition. 
The main body of the text consists largely of 
uncritical summaries of many published papers in the 
author’s chosen field. There are 2400 references (of 
median date 1968) but these are not arranged alpha- 
betically and there is no author index, so their use is 
limited. There are some serious omissions. The 
only mention of the widely-used and highly specific 
staphylococcal protease is in passing reference on the 
last page of the text. There is no discussion of the 
May 1980 
natural or artificial relase of penicillinases by prote- 
ases from membranes, and ‘membranes’ is a word that 
does not appear in the index. The only (unindexed) 
reference to pyrrolidonyl peptidase is to the original 
1968 report. I can find no mention of Cleveland’s 
method of peptide mapping by limited proteolysis, 
an interesting and popular technique which requires 
helpful critical assessment by a specialist such as 
Mihalyi. 
The book is badly produced, in a typeface that 
does not benefit from the vagaries of photoreproduc- 
tion. The layout of headings is difficult to follow, and 
misprints abound. The index (though repeated in 
each volume) is poor. For instance the account of the 
fiasco of papain/leucine amino peptidase active frag- 
ment on page I-196 is not mentioned under either 
enzyme. The shortcomings of the reference list, 
which does not give last-page numbers, are mentioned 
above. 
The Citation Index suggests that the First Edition 
has been little used, and it is astonishing that a new 
edition has been thought justified. I cannot recom- 
mend that anyone buy it. 
R. P. Ambler 
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